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ORIGIN OF "HAM" RADIO 
by 


Peter J. Labowskie, K®VCZ 


The word "HAM" as applied to amateur radio dates back to 1908 and 
the call letters of one of the first amateur wireless stations operated 
by some members of the Harvard Wireless Club, They were Alber S, Hyman, 
Bob Almy, and Pergy Murray, At first they called their station HYMAN- 
ALMY-MURRAY. Tapping out such a long name in code soon called for 
revision and changed the name to HY-AL-MU, using the first two letters of 
each name, Early in 1909 some confusion resulted between Signals from 
amateur wireless HYALMU and a Mexican ship named HYALMO, so the boys 
decided to use only the first letter of each name and the call became 
HAM. In the early pioneer unregulated days of radio, Amateurs picked _ 
their own frequency and call letters. 

Then aS now some amateurs had better signals than some commercial 
Stations, The resulting interference finally came to the attention of 
congressional committees in Washington and they gave much time to 
proposed legislation designed to critically limit amateur activity. 

In 1911, Albert Hyman chose the controversial wireless regulation 
bill as the topic of his thesis at Harvard. His instructor insisted he 
send a copy to Senator David I, Walsh, a member of one of the committees 
hearing the bill. The Senator was so impressed that he sent for Hyman 
to appear before the committee, He was put on the stand and described 
how the little amateur station was built and he almost cried when he told 
the crowded committee room that if the bill went through they would have 
to close their stations because they could not afford the license fees 
and all the other requirements which were set up in the bill, 

The debate started and the little station H A M became the symbol 
of all the little amateur stations in the country crying out to be saved 
from those who didn't want them around, The bill went to the floor of 
congress and every speaker talked about poor little station H A M, 

The whole story is a matter of congressional record and nationwide 
publicity associated station H A M with amateurs, 


: RAG-CHEWING 
Ko Ok * 


Joe K@GBS has a new harmonic, a boy arrived on Aug 20th, 8 lbs 
64 oz. Still sends cw with left foot, 


Fred Stickel K@LZF is in Oklahoma City at the FAA Aeronautical 
School studying VOR & ILF,. Should be back in October, 


Pony, WOYJ® has his big bucket of bolts, AN/URT-3 on the air, both 
AM and CW, Heard he hurt his back carrying the tech manual, 


Wally, K@WMD is back on 2 meters after an antennae party with Joe 
& Pony Farmer, and Jerry helping and looking on, 


KOHLS/@ Bob is on 2 meters waiting for his @ call. 


Jerry Winhings K@BTS, has a page primarily teletype working on 
2 meters, | 

KG@LYJ Jim has all his gear torn down and planning to move to a new QTH 
here in the Springs, | 


* * * 
BULLETINS 
* * * 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 812 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS, WEST HARTFORD 
CONN AUGUST 14 1961 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT 


Senators Barry Goldwater of Arizona and Andrew Schoeppel of Kansas 
have introduced a bill, 88-2361, to amend the Communications Act in order 
to permit reciprocal licensing of amateurs, The bill has been referred 
to the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, All amateurs interested 
in reciprocal operating privileges should write to the senators and 
representatives of their respective states immediately, trging favorable 
action on the bili AR 


OFHICIAL BULLETING NR 813 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS, WEST HARTFORD 
CONN AUGUST 18 1961 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT 


The ARRL Communications Department announces availability of Operating 
Aid No, 10, Time Conversion to GMT, This useful operating aid in chart form 
can conveninetly and quickly aid you in coverting GMT to EST, CST, MST, PST, 
or vice versa, Operating Aid No. 10 is free upon mail or radiogram request 
from ARRL AR 


* * * 
FOR SALE 
* * SS 


Aircraft Radio Corp #12 6 or 2 meter mobile xmtr. 6AQ5 output with 6AQ 
modulator, has push to talk and ant relay, mounted in 5x5x6 cabinet, 
Requires 12v DC and 250v @ 80ma for operation, W@BAG EX 2-8176. $15.00 


ORIGIN OF “HAM" RADIO (Cont'd) 


Albert Hyman since has become a well known heart specialist 
associated with the naval medical reserve and, thanks to him, his 
Harvard thesis resulted in the passage of the bill that is now the 
law of the land that gives you and me the pleasure we get from our 
very enjoyable hobby, HAM radio 


* * x 
VHF 
by Jim Hansen, KN@DXZ 
Among other things concerning VHF in Colorado Springs: 


The duly railroaded VHF Project Research Committe (demcratically 
appointed at the last club meeting) met. Among the members present were 
Roy WOBAG, Bob WOULZ and Dan, K@VDM. The proposals these gentlemen will 
set forth at the next meeting will be: 

A, Present a program at -the October meeting on VHF: What it 
is, how it works, and what is needed, 

B, If interest is good, and if there is a general support of 
the idea of a club project (more so than morsel) the 
committee will meet again to discuss a possible club project. 

Several VHF cats have been meeting on 50.55 at 1900 hours on Thurs- 
days. On this net horizontal polarization is used. All interested 
parties are invited to participate, 

Everyone is again reminded of, and invited to participate in the 
weekly rag chew at 146.25 mcs, on Thursdays, Approximately starting at 
7:00 o'clock, This month many of the usual participants have been away 
business, so if you tuned up and didn't find anyone, it was due to 
circumstances, not inactivity. 

Here's another 2 meter sky wire: an omni-directional ground-plane 
Of course it's for you old fashioned guys who still use a vertical 
polarized system. All elements are 19 inches long. A head phone tip jack 
was used for convenience, This antenna is tested and guaranteed, . 
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